
SECTION JUST 301 TOPIC COUNTS FOR:

1 DILEMMAS IN HUMANITARIAN
AFFAIRS

Tracks B&C

2 HOMELAND SECURITY Tracks A

3 TRUTH AND RECONCILIATION 
COMMISSIONS

Tracks B&C

4 DOMESTIC VIOLENCE Tracks A& C

Do not sign up for classes if you have not met prerequisites in the course descriptions in the catalog 
without the permission of the department head.  You will be required to drop the classes for which 
you have not met prerequisites.

JUSTICE STUDIES
FALL 2017 REGISTRATION NOTES
MOVING THROUGH THE MAJOR
YOU SHOULD EXPECT TO TAKE AT LEAST 4-5 SEMESTERS TO FINISH THE 
JUST MAJOR.  
1.   JUST 200 is a prerequisite for all JUST courses.  You must have 
successfully completed JUST 200 in order to take any other JUST course.   
JUST 200 may NOT be taken during the same semester as any other JUST-
designated course.  There are no exceptions to this.   You may enroll in a 
200 level JUST foundation course(s) for the following semester while you 
are enrolled in JUST 200, but if you fail JUST 200, you may not take other 
JUST courses until you pass the course.
2.   JUST 200 and a track foundation course are requirements for all 
300 level courses.  You must have completed JUST 200 and have completed 
or be enrolled in a track foundation course in order to register for JUST 300 
level courses for the following semester, as long as you pass.
3. All majors must complete 6 elective courses designated for your 
track.  Only two of these electives may be non-JUST-designated courses.  
Four of them must be JUST-designated courses. CRJU courses do not count 
for track elective credit unless permission is given by the department head.  
4.         JUST majors need to take both foundation courses in their track and 
one JUST designator foundation course from outside their track.  POSC 230 
does not count as the non track foundation course.  Enrolling in any JUST 
foundation course (210, 212, 221, 223, 235) makes you eligible to sign up 
for JUST 300 level courses the following semester.  

5. JUST 399 must be taken and passed before you can take JUST 
400.  MATH 220 is a pre-requisite for JUST 399.
  

For More Information Contact
Daisy Breneman, Academic Advisor

540-568-4247 or email brenemdl@jmu.edu
http://www.jmu.edu/justicestudies

Blended course
JUST 200, section 1

 Introduction to Justice Studies
JUST 200 may NOT be taken during the same semester as any

 other JUST course in the major. 

JUST 301: Special Topics in Justice Studies 
 Each section of JUST 301 deals with a different topic. See below for information regard-

ing what track the different sections count toward. 
There is no limit to the number of JUST 301’s that may be taken but students cannot re-
peat the same/similar topic for credit. Please note that in a few cases special restrictions 

exist on taking a specific section.

COURSE NOTES  
Do not sign up for classes if you have not met prerequisites in the course 

descriptions in the catalog without the permission of the department 
head.  You will be required to drop the classes for which you have not met 

prerequisites

General Education Course
JUST 225:  Justice in American Society.   Does not carry credit in 

the major

On Line Courses:
JUST 100 Pro Seminar

This course should ideally be taken junior year, though it is open 
for juniors and seniors.  We focus on developing skills in pursu-
ing internships, career opportunities, graduate education, and 
civic engagement, including resume-writing, networking, and 

exploring opportunities. 
JUST 301, section 2, Homeland Security
JUST 301, section 4, Domestic Violence



JUST 400 SENIOR SEMINAR
Graduating seniors must make JUST 400 the first course they 
select in constructing a schedule.We have sufficient room for 
all seniors who have submitted graduation applications.

The following table provides informtion that will help 
you in making your selections among JUST 400 sections.  
All sections anticipate full student involvement in class 
discussions and any presentations that may be required as 
well as reading all assigned material.

INSTRUCTOR PAPER ASSIGNMENT

SCHEUERMAN

MISCARRIAGES OF JUSTICE
Miscarriages of Justice introduces 
students to the study of miscarriages 
of justice by highlighting the various 
causes of wrongful convictions 
and solutions for their occurrence. 
Focusing on the American context, 
this course involves a critical 
examination of how the operation 
of the criminal justice system affects 
the occurrence of miscarriages of 
justice. The final project consists of a 
comprehensive 20-25 page literature 
review that includes a discussion of 
policy suggestions, on a particular 
topic chosen by students relating to 
the study of miscarriages of justice 
and reflecting a Track A, B, or C focus. 

DE FAZIO

‘POPULAR JUSTICE’ AND 
MOB VIOLENCE 
Description: This senior seminar 
explores extra-legal forms of social 
control and informal justice in a 
global and comparative perspective. 
In particular, students analyze 
contemporary and past forms of 
vigilantism in the United States 
and abroad, with a special focus on 
lynching in Virginia. The final paper 
will consist of a research paper on 
cross-national experiences of ‘popular 
justice’.

JUST 499:  Honors
All students who are doing an honors thesis in 
the department regardless of what stage in the 
processthey are in or who their 
advisor is must enroll in JUST 499 A,B, or C. 
The course will meet periodically.  Interested 
students should contact Dr. Hastedt for enrollment 
information and permission.

HONORS OPTION
First, contacting the faculty member who teaches 
the course you wish to make an Honors Option 
prior to registering for the course.
 
Establishing contact with this faculty member will 
enable you to engage in a dialogue that will best 
help you achieve your goals as an Honors student. 
When contacting the faculty member indicate 
why you want that specific course to serve as an 
Honors Option and what you hope it will allow 
you to achieve in regard to your advancement in 
the Honors College. In addition, you should share 
with this faculty member an example of scholarly 
work that you think best reflects your abilities and 
interests. Please note that faculty members are 
not required to agree to your request.
 
Second, if it is agreed that you can do the Honors 
Option, completion of the following documents:  It 
is preferable that these documents be obtained by 
the end of the semester prior to the one in which 
you will take your Honors Course option.
An Honors Option Contract, indicative of this 
agreement, which is due to the Honors College 
no later than the end of the second week of 
the semester in which you will take this Honors 
Option.
An Honors Option Proposal, detailing the 
requirements you will have to fulfill, which is due 
to the Honors College no later than the end of the 
fourth week of the semester in which you will take 
this Honors Option.    

ADVANCED COURSES REQUIRING 
PERMISSION

JUST 401: Internships
Internship requirements can be found on our 
department website. Please note that 240 hours 
of work are required. This can be quite difficult 
to accomplish in an academic semester. Most 
students do internships over the summer. An 
internship is not required for the Justice Studies 
major.  Students must be enrolled in the internship 
course the semester it is being carried out in order 
to earn academic credit.

JUST 402:  ADVANCED RESEARCH IN 
JUSTICE STUDIES

JUST 403:  Nelson Institute Seminar  The 
Nelson Institute Seminar is designed to give 
participants practical experience in doing applied 
social research with the aim of benefiting a local 
agency, organization, or issues.  Students enter the 
community as independent research consultants 
to provide needed and practical research for a 
professional agency.   Students will be assigned as 
researchers to work on specific tasks as defined by 
local agencies, organizations, or interest groups. 

Agency placements and projects will be 
determined based on agency need, but some 
examples of past projects include research projects 
on Refugees and Urban Farming, and alternative 
energy and sustainability, for New Community 
Project; restorative justice projects for Second 
Home; projects on immigration in the Shenandoah 
Valley with New Bridges; projects on disability 
and independent living for Valley Associates for 
Independent Living (VAIL); and more.  Potential 
research projects include ones on animal rights, 
access to legal representation, and more.  

Prerequisites: several Justice Studies courses at 
the 300-level, JUST 399; there is a competitive 
application process.  Interested students should 
contact MS Daisy Breneman.
OVERRIDE POLICY: Thedepartment uses the automated wait list system instead of giving overrides.   If a course is closed, place your 
name on the wait list.  Students are taken off of the wait list and put into the class on a first-come-first served basis.   Being on the wait 
list does not mean you are enrolled in the class. Justice studies will use this format for all courses except just 399 and just 400.  Overrides 
for Just 399 and 400 will be given out by the department office.  It is extremely important that you make sure you do not have any holds 
on your records that prevent you from registering.  Should you have any problems registering you need to contact the department 
immediately.  


